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Luke 10:25-37
25

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he
replied. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But
he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to
be going down the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him
to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after
him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for
any extra expense you may have.’ 36 “Which of these three
do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The
one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do
likewise.”

This week’s Guide written by Pastor Jerry.

Thursday, March 2 | Luke 10:25-37
Start by getting in a quiet place, still your mind and heart, get away
from all technology, and sit before the Lord as you ask Him to reveal
Himself to you through his Word. Now read the parable of the Good
Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37 at least three times. In a way, it is strange
to call it that - even though I have all my life - because to the original
reader there would be no such thing as a “good Samaritan.” But more
on that later in the week.
We are going to start this week of focusing on this parable by
intensifying our focus on Jesus. As you read the story again, look for
ways that Jesus did the same types of things that the Good Samaritan
did (and more, of course). This is the only question for today. Write
your answers below:

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Jerry Barber
For the following missionaries: Ondrej & Milina Franka (Serbia)
For the following Harvesters: Scott & Chrissy Crew (Emmett &
Ellory), Tim & Linda Daniel, Brian & Janice Dare (Ellie)

Answer Key
non-Christians, they are evangelized when they see Christians loving and
serving one another.

Tuesday, March 21
Answers will vary.

Wednesday, March 22
Answers will vary for all three questions.

Answer Key
Testament, Jesus was called the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
world. He would be the one whose blood was shed to save his people
from their sins.
2.

Jesus knew that his time to leave the world had come and that he was
returning to the Father. Knowing this helped Jesus love his disciples to
the end and finish the work God called him to do.

3.

Dinner is served (verse 2). Foot washing usually takes place before dinner
and was emphasized for hygiene purposes because people reclined
beside each other at the table. Slaves were the ones who usually did the
task but because there appeared to be no slave on sight, Jesus stepped in
to fulfill the role. // The devil placed it in the heart of Judas to betray
Jesus. Jesus knew what Judas was about to do and by washing his feet,
he served his enemy. // Jesus was aware that the Father had put all
things under his power. As Andreas Kostenberger writes “Jesus was fully
aware of His status. He knew that he was the Son of God; yet he lowered
himself to the status of slave” (Encountering John, 145). Insecurities did
not prevent Jesus from service.

Saturday, March 18
1.

Peter was resistant to having Jesus wash his feet.

2.

It was offensive and culturally unacceptable for a Jew--much less a Jewish
Rabbi--to wash someone’s feet. Peter saw the task to be beneath Jesus
and his disciples. This situation ultimately revealed Peter’s pride.

3.

“You are clean” meant that Peter was already considered forgiven and
cleansed from his spiritual dirtiness (which was sin) because of his close
association with Jesus and his faith in his word (John 6:68-69)
(Encountering John, 147). In regards to Judas, it meant that he wasn’t
forgiven and would soon betray Jesus.

4.

Serving each other is essential in God’s family and we are blessed when
we do it.

Friday, March 3 | Luke 10:25-37
This story of the Good Samaritan is a parable, and we must be careful
to interpret it properly. Biblical scholar Klyne Snodgrass describes
parables like this: “They are not one for one analogies. They picture
actual realities partly, but are intended to make people think and
question and often do so through hyperbole, surprise and inexactness.
A point in a parable may be intended, not to mirror theological
realities, but to force reflection and analysis. For example, God does
not have torturers (Matt 18:34), nor should we conclude that God is
harsh and reaps where he did not sow (Matt 25:24/Luke 19:21). Both
statements serve as hyperbolic warnings” (Stories with Intent, 27).
So what is the purpose of the parables? “The intent of parables is to
force thought, usually new and unexpected thought, so as to gain
insight and bring about response” (Snodgrass, Stories with Intent, 1819).
In light of this, start today’s study by taking a moment to ask the
Heavenly Father to guide your thinking and begin preparing you to
respond to His Word given in this parable, and then read the parable
and answer the following questions:
1. What is the context of the parable? What comes before it to “set
the stage”?
2. What does “Who is my neighbor” imply (verse 29)?
3. In the religious environment of that day, it was not uncommon to
exclude people from the definition of neighbor (see answer key for
more details). What is Jesus’ stance on who our neighbor is?
What does this story teach us about being a neighbor?

Worship:

Monday, March 20

Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

1.

Pray:

Jesus showed a visual lesson on what it means to serve others in need no
matter what. As was the custom in Jewish culture, before people reclined
at the table to dine, they would have their feet washed. This usually
happened as one entered a person’s residence. However, it appeared
this evening that there was no one to wash Jesus’s and the disciples feet.
So Jesus, interesting enough, during the meal took off his outer garment,
wrapped a towel around his waist, poured water into a basin, and began
to wash the disciples’ feet. This example from Jesus is significant in that it
models for Christians that lowering oneself to serve and meet the needs
of others is the way to blessing from God. Finally, when it comes to





For the following staff member: Pastor Jim Bennett
For the following missionaries: Peter & Miriam Fretheim (Nigeria)
For the following Harvesters: Chad & Rebecca DeCasas (Ella,
Molly, Sadie, Cody), Jo Ann Detloff, Joseph & Karla Dowe (Noah
McClanahan & Tyler)

Saturday, March 4 | Luke 10:25-37
1. Whom would the original reader have expected to be depicted as
the “hero” of the story?

2. Read John 4:1-9 to get some background on the relationship
between Jews and Samaritans at that time.

Answer Key
Wednesday, March 15
1.

I take for granted the weight of this passage. John 3:16 seems almost
ordinary because of its familiarity, but it is anything but ordinary! This
passage is such a powerful explanation of the Gospel and Jesus’ authority
as the one sent by God to redeem us. How can I do anything but elevate
him above everything else in my life?

2.

Jesus, you are the light of the world. You reveal sin and destroy darkness.
Thank you for your power over sin.

3.

I pray that Jesus will be seen as one with authority for nonbelievers. I
pray that he will be seen as trustworthy. I also pray that nonbelievers
would reject darkness and embrace the light. I pray that the idea of being
born again will make sense to nonbelievers.

Thursday, March 16:
3. What does this parable teach about the relationship between
“religion” and true love?

2.

John the Apostle; New believers and those who are investigating who
Christ is; To show that Jesus is God’s Son and whoever trusts/believe in
Him will have everlasting life.

4.

It is Passover week. Jesus and His disciples are eating their last meal
together. Jesus begins a discourse or message to his disciples that
extends five chapters (13-17). In our passage, Jesus knows that his death
is imminent and so he continues to show his disciples His love. One of
the ways he does this is by washing their feet which proved to be a
significant act of service. His foot washing gives them an example of how
they are to love and serve one another. He finishes by saying a servant is
not greater than his master. Blessed are they who do these things.

5.

The way he humbles himself to serve his disciples. He knew who he was
and seemed unhindered in showing his love by washing his disciples feet.

4. How do you see sacrificial love being displayed in this parable?

Friday, March 17:
1.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Henry Golatt
For the following missionaries: Phil & Julie Gillespie (Michigan
State University)
For the following Harvesters: Lowell & Linda Dye, Stephen &
Carrie Dye, Nicki Fabry

The story is taking place before the Passover celebration and feast. The
Passover is a Jewish festival that celebrates the Israelites’ exodus out of
Egypt and slavery. Each year in the spring, Jews would travel to Jerusalem
to observe the festival. The Passover meal was a meal that the Jewish
people celebrated annually during the festival of Passover. The meal was
commanded by God in Exodus 12:43-50. This initial meal was instructed
to take place before the death angel would come and slaughter all the
first born of Egypt but “Pass over” all the firstborn of Israel. Before God’s
people left Egypt, God commanded them to sacrifice a lamb and place
some of its blood on the doorposts and lintels of their houses. When the
destroyer or death angel came to kill all the firstborn of Egypt, he would
see the blood and Pass over the firstborn of the Israelites. In the New

Answer Key
5.

According to Jesus in this passage, being born again requires being
regenerated or made new by the Spirit of God. We don’t have to fully
understand how this works (like the wind) to experience it for ourselves.

Saturday, March 11
1.

2.
3.

Sunday, March 5 | Luke 10:25-37
Today’s sermon is based on Luke 10:25-37. Take a moment to
meditate on this passage - read it over and over again and ask God to
reveal his truth to you. Next make a few of your own observations
about the passage:


Because of his status as a Pharisee, Nicodemus is in a better position than
most to understand the true meaning of Jesus’ words as they are clearly
anticipated in the Old Testament. He more than anyone should have
understood what Jesus was talking about. His lack of understanding,
however, is what “frustrates” Jesus (not an “out of control” frustration
like we sometimes experience).
Jesus states that he can make these claims as one coming from heaven.
He testifies of the things he has seen (verse 13).
The comparison to the bronze snake in Numbers is a foreshadowing of
Jesus’ death on the cross, providing eternal life for those that look and
believe.





After listening to the sermon (live or via HCC website or phone app)
and/or meditating on the text, what is ONE primary way you can apply
some truth mentioned here to your life THIS WEEK?

Monday, March 13
1.

This verse is well known because of its clear communication of God’s
purpose in sending Jesus into the world. God’s love for the entire world
motivated him to give up his most valued treasure for the sake of the
world. If we only believe, we may have eternal life and commune with
God forever instead of perishing.

2.

People reject Christ because they value their sin more than him. Loving
Christ requires a revealing of sin and also a rejection of that sin. Many
people would rather reject Christ to keep their sin.

3.

Answers will vary.

Based on what you have written above, can you write a brief prayer of
response below, asking God in your own words to help you obey his
Word and put it into practice?

Tuesday, March 14
1.

John’s disciples seem to be upset that Jesus was getting more attention
and followers than John was. They seem a little jealous.

2.

John understands his position in relation to Jesus. John is not bothered
that more are following Jesus, in fact, he’s happy this is happening!



3.

Verse 30 sums it up nicely: “He must become greater and I must become
less.”



4.

John is trying to communicate that Jesus has authority as one sent from
Heaven. Jesus is greater than all because he comes from Heaven and he
testifies to the things he’s seen. Those that accept his testimony will see
life and those who reject his testimony will face the wrath of God. John’s
words here echo the words of Jesus to Nicodemus from earlier in the
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Amy Granata
For the following missionaries: Noel & Reina Gomez (Honduras)
For the following Harvesters: Zelalem Feleke & Emnet Demisse
(Christian & Betselot), Ed & Jennifer Fritz (Phoebe), Dave & Carol
Garrott
For the following local church: Renaissance Bible Church

Monday, March 6 | Luke 10:25-37
Today we will continue meditating on Luke 10:25-37 and explore ways
you can apply this Scripture to your life. Pray before reading it again,
then SLOWLY, reflectively read the passage. Yesterday I mentioned in
the sermon some possible reasons the Levite and Priest failed to do
anything to help the wounded man, including...
1. Busyness (somewhere to go, something to do)

Answer Key
Thursday, March 9
1.

The apostle John

2.

John is likely writing to a specific community (or communities) of
believers, perhaps around Ephesus.

3.

John’s purpose in writing is to clearly demonstrate that God expressed his
love for humanity and his plan for salvation through the incarnation, life,
death and resurrection of Jesus as the promised Messiah in hopes that
many would believe and remain in faith. Additionally, John explicitly
states his purpose in 20:31: "But these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name."

4.

John describes an interaction between Nicodemus, a Jewish leader,
regarding what it means to be born again. Jesus explains his purpose for
coming to earth. After this exchange we see John the Baptist explain to
his disciples the purpose of his personal ministry in relation to Jesus’.

5.

Jesus has such clarity in understanding why he came to Earth and He
clearly articulates his purpose – namely salvation – to Nicodemus in one
of the most famous exchanges in all of the Gospels. He’s not praiseworthy
solely because of the reason he came, but also in the way in which it is
articulated to the world through this passage.

2. Indifference (too common of a scene on these lonely roads)
3. Responsibility factor (priest especially could have thought, “I’ve
already performed my religious duty in Jerusalem; let someone
else take care of this situation”)
4. Prejudice
5. Fear (maybe feared ambush by the robbers)
Note: they technically had religious justification for their omission - this
man would have been viewed as unclean (though an exception could
be made in case of emergency).
Now think about each of the five reasons they failed to show love and
identify ways in which these are a barrier for you when it comes to
reaching out to the needy. Reflect on how each of these barriers might
hinder you, and say or write out a brief prayer about each one of them,
asking God to help you overcome them and join Him with his heart for
people in need:
1. Busyness

Friday, March 10
1.

A Jewish leader, Nicodemus, pays a visit to Jesus at night. He correctly
declares that Jesus has come from God, acknowledging the miracles Jesus
has already performed. Jesus then begins to explain how someone can
enter the kingdom of God through the process of being born again.

2.

Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Jesus was not a popular figure with the Pharisees and Jewish rulers of the
day. Perhaps Nicodemus went to visit Jesus under the cover of night
because he was afraid to be seen speaking to Jesus publicly during the
day. Another reason could be that Nicodemus wanted uninterrupted time
with Jesus.

3.

In order to see the Kingdom of God, you must be born again.

Pray:

4.

This response from Jesus must have been hard for Nicodemus to swallow.
It basically shatters everything he thinks he understands about his
birthright as a Jew. If his physical birth into the Jewish nation doesn’t
secure him access to the kingdom, how is he supposed to be born again?
This is an impossible task! You sense his confusion and frustration with his
response in verse 4.

2. Indifference
3. Responsibility factor
4. Prejudice
5. Fear

Worship:





For the following staff member: Heidi Reckard
For the following missionary: David Hancock (Peru)
For the following Harvesters: Ann Gatewood (Sarah Willis), Walt
& Janet Gillespie, Oliver & Valerie Glover (Madi, Shunnar & Jinan)

Answer Key

Tuesday, March 7 | Luke 10:25-37

Saturday, March 4

One challenge we all have is agreeing with the teaching of the Bible in
our minds but falling short of applying it in our lives. God’s Word was
not given to build up our intellect alone, but to change our thoughts
and behavior. Stop right now and ask God to work in your heart, to
inspire you with tangible ways of putting the Word into practice, not
just knowing about it.



The original hearers would have expected the hero to be either the priest
or the Levite, but once they were out of the picture, if there was going to
be a hero they would have envisioned a JEWISH lay person, NOT a
Samaritan.



The story of the woman at the well contains the explanation, “Jews have
nothing to do with Samaritans.” The Samaritans themselves claimed that
they are remnants of the northern tribe of Israel, but the Jews believed
that they were descendants of mixed ethnic origin. Alexander the Great
routed them from their capital in Samaria, so they fled to Shechem &
build a temple on Mount Gerazim to rival the Jewish temple at Jerusalem
(which either created a break in relations between the two or ratified an
already-existing break). Jewish writings called them “no nation” and
“foolish”; Jews viewed them as foreigners.



True love is not the same as being religious, but it involves meeting
people’s needs. Those who love are not necessarily the religious or the
admired but those who sacrifice to meet people’s needs.



Verses 34-35 describe several ways the Samaritan sacrificed to show love
(see answer above—Thursday, question #3).

1. In light of this, re-read the parable, and hone in on verses 36-37.
What principles about acting on God’s truth are found in them?

2. Make a list of three people whom you have contact with that have
needs. Ask God what He wants you to do about them, and write
these ideas down. Then ask a Christian brother or sister to join you
in prayer and mutual encouragement to help you take positive
steps towards obedience.

Tuesday, March 7
Principles about acting on God’s truth:
a. Only one of the three men in the story made himself a neighbor; we may
not be able to define “neighbor” in advance, but the course of life will
reveal it to us as we discover people in need (verse 36).
b. Mercy is not just something you feel in your heart, but biblical mercy is an
emotional concern that leads to action (verse 37a).
c. We are to go and do likewise (verse 37b).

3. Whom do you stereotype or reject? After you identify this, take
time to ask God to make you more like the Good Samaritan, and
ultimately more like Jesus Christ.

Wednesday, March 8
1.

2.

Jesus teaches that if you are inquiring concerning whom your neighbor is
in order to exclude someone from the realm of your responsibility to love,
then you are barking up the wrong tree. In that sense, the parable is
more about defining love than neighbor. The lawyer was interested in
the semantics of “neighbor,” whereas Jesus was interested in the practice
of “love.” He conveys the truth that a neighbor is anyone in need, and
loving that neighbor means making yourself a neighbor, not trying to
exclude individuals or groups from the definition because it is
inconvenient, time-consuming, or because they are a different race or
religion.
My one-sentence summary of the passage: To make a difference in our
community, we must love ALL our neighbors the way Christ does.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Scott Torres
For the following missionaries: Don & Sai Hill (Thailand)
For the following Harvesters: Leslie Godshall (Mattie), Pete &
Becky Goins, Henry Golatt

Wednesday, March 8 | Luke 10:25-37
1. Read the passage one last time: what are some of its key themes?
Can you try to identify its central teaching in one sentence?

2. Are there any ways you could love ANY of your “neighbors” more
like Jesus would?

3. Disciplemaking: I encourage you to discuss this parable and its
application with others - with a disciple or younger Christian and/
or a group that you are already connected to. Maybe this question
will be useful for your discussion: “What would a ‘Good Samaritan’
who was a part of Harvest Community Church in 2017 look like?
Think like? Act like?”

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Jerry Barber
For the following missionaries: Bryan & Evelyng Huyhua (Peru)
For the following Harvesters: Mark & Melia Gordon (Carter &
Marleigh), Lorraine Gould, Cory & Amy Granata (Bryce & Addy)

Answer Key
Thursday, March 2
Some of the ways Jesus did the same types of things that the Good Samaritan
did include the following:
1. He crossed barriers to respond to needs. The Samaritan had to cross an
ethnic barrier; Jesus was in heaven but humbled himself to come to earth so
he could save us.
2. He responded to needs rather than ignoring them. Other people passed by
the hurt man, but the Samaritan responded. Likewise, Jesus saw many, many
people who were in desperate need, and we read that time and time again he
met those needs rather than passing by them as others did.
3. He sacrificed to meet the needs. The Samaritan possibly used pieces of his
own clothing to make the bandages—it is not very likely that he was carrying
around extra medical supplies on such a trip; he used his own wine as a
disinfectant and his own oil to soothe the wounds; he put the man on his own
donkey, paid the innkeeper out of his own pocket, and promised to pay more
if necessary. Jesus, in leaving heaven to come to earth, and in choosing to die
on the cross, sacrificed enormously. It was HIS blood that was shed and his
body that was broken in order to bring salvation.
4. Jesus demonstrated compassion. Just as the Samaritan showed mercy to
the man in need (verse 37), Jesus showed mercy to us when we were in
desperate spiritual need by coming to this earth and dying on the cross to pay
for our sin.

Friday, March 3


The parable is found in a section of Luke that is describing the
characteristics of disciples. Also, the immediately preceding passage,
Luke 10:1-24, was about Jesus SENDING 72 out to do mission in the
world. This passage is about “another kind of sending”—how to love and
meet needs as we are sent out into daily life.



The question implies that there can be someone who is not your
“neighbor,” that some could be excluded and therefore you are not
responsible to love that person or group of people as yourself.



Different definitions of who was a “neighbor” (and therefore, someone
for whom you were responsible to care for) in the religious culture of that
day included: The Jewish people: fellow-Jews, members of the same
people & religious community; The Pharisees: tended to exclude the
ordinary people from the definition; Qumran (Jewish religious sect):
excluded the “sons of darkness”

But Jesus’ definition of neighbor excludes no one--we are to love as ourselves
anyone in need. The parable teaches us that we are to become a neighbor
through loving service to people, not strive to exclude people by the way we
limit the definition of “neighbor.”

Wednesday, March 29 | John 14:1-7
Read again John 14:1-7, paying special attention to verse 7. Trace the
steps in the conversation that lead from Jesus’ statement of his departure
(13:33) to his statement about knowing the Father in 14:7.
Verse 7: Jesus is suggesting that though they have come to recognize him
as the Messiah, the Son of God, the disciples have still not grasped the full
meaning of his identity. This is the sense of the conditional statement
(“if…”) Jesus makes. But then he said, “From now on, you do know him…”
“From now on” is not simply about time, it is a statement of certainty; one
might say “most assuredly.” And then John records Jesus’ statement in
the present tense. The present was often used for something that would
happen in the future that is so certain that it could be regarded as already
coming to pass. Jesus is telling them that in the next few days their
understanding of his identity is going to deepen to the point where they
will be absolutely resolved that he is not just a manifestation of God, but is
very God himself. And, really, that is how John actually begins his Gospel
(John 1:14-18), and it is his Gospel’s central theme.
Jesus does not just instruct us in God’s way nor does he just show us what
God is like. He is, in fact, God himself. This is the critical foundation of any
disciple’s faith; without this persuasion, everything else we believe
crumbles under pressure. When Jesus was arrested, all that the disciples
had learned meant nothing, and they all ran away to watch on the
sidelines. But after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to heaven, they
were out on the streets, confidently confronting the same people who
crucified Jesus with his identity and its implications.
As best you can, explain what Jesus means to you. Don’t settle for
platitudes or “correct,” pat answers. How do you really think about Jesus?
How do you think understanding who Jesus is should impact your life?

Pray:




For the following staff member: Amy Granata
For the following missionaries: Joy Paulsen (China)
For the following Harvesters: Bob & Dee Spillane, Kyle & Bel
Spinner (Marissa, Harrison & Audrey), Laura Stone

John 3:1-36
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish
ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if
God were not with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are
old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s
womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh,
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must
be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
9
“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do
you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and
we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if
I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who
came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have
eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is
the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not
come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has
been done in the sight of God. 22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the
Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23 Now
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and
people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was before John was put in prison.) 25 An
argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter
of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was
with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is
baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 27 To this John replied, “A person can receive
only what is given them from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not
the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ 29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The
friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he
hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must
become greater; I must become less.” 31 The one who comes from above is above all; the
one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The
one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has accepted it has certified that
God is truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives
the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his
hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will
not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.

This week’s Guide written by Nick Macek.

Thursday, March 9 | John 3:1-36

Tuesday, March 28 | John 14:1-7

1. Before you begin, take a moment to ask the Lord to help you
worship Him though your study today. Also, pray for God to bring
someone this week to participate with you in this study.

Read again John 14:1-7, paying special attention to verse 6. Note how this
conversation has led to his statement in verse 6. In a simple declaration,
Jesus ties core elements of the Jewish thought together. Consider each of
the elements of his statement.

2. Locate a study Bible and briefly answer the following questions:
(These answers can typically be found in the introduction of the
book)

I am – In the Greek language, “I am” is a very intense way of referring to
oneself. It would be comparable to saying, “I myself, and only I, am.”
These words reflect the very name of God in Hebrew, Yahweh, which
means “to be” or “the self-existing one.” It is the name of power and
authority, and Jesus claimed it as His own. John records a number of
instances when Jesus makes “I am” statements like this to teach about is
divine nature and work.
The way – Jesus used the definite article to identify Himself as “the only
way.” The disciples had expressed their confusion about where He was
going and how they could follow. Jesus was again telling them “follow
me.” There is no other way to the Father.



Who is the writer of the passage we are studying?



Who is the writer’s primary audience?



What Is his main purpose for writing the book?

3. Read John 3 and pay attention to what is going on before and after
this week’s passage. In 2-3 sentences, briefly describe what is
taking place in John 3.

4. What is one worshipful characteristic that stands out about Jesus
from this passage?

The truth – Again Jesus used the definite article to emphasize Himself as
“the only truth.” Jesus, as the incarnate Word of God (John 1:1) is the
source of all truth.
The life – Jesus had just been telling His disciples about His impending
death, and now He was claiming to be the source of all life.

In these words, Jesus was declaring Himself the great “I Am,” the only path
to heaven, the only true measure of righteousness, and the source of both
physical and spiritual life. He did this so the disciples would be able to face
the dark days ahead and carry on the mission of declaring the gospel to
the world.
How do you think understanding this truth, understanding who Jesus is,
impacts your life?
In the form of a paraphrase, write your own commentary on 2 Peter 1:3-4.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Jim Bennett
For the following missionaries: Chris & Debbie Johnson (Siberia)
For the following Harvesters: Michael & Paula Grande (Levi,
Megan & Jenna), Veronica Grant, Jenny Green

Thank God for The One Who is The Way, The Truth, The Life and who has
given you the opportunity to share in the very nature of God!

Pray:


For the following Harvesters: Greg & Linda Singerle (Reece &
Seth), Kyle Singerle, Stan Smith

Monday, March 27 | John 14:1-7

Friday, March 10 | John 3:1-8

Read John 14:1-7 a few times, paying special attention to verse 5. What do
you think Thomas’s problem is?

1. In a few sentences, describe what happens in verses 1-8.

Jesus has stated clearly that he is going to the Father and that the disciples
cannot come with him at this time, but he will return for them and they
know the way to the Father. In verse 5, Thomas makes it clear that he
really doesn’t understand what Jesus is saying. It appears that Thomas
understands Jesus' reference to his Father's house on a "this world" level,
not unlike the way others in this Gospel have misunderstood, such as the
woman of Samaria (chapter 4). This is not too surprising. Even though
they understand who Jesus is, the Messiah, the Son of God, they are still
thinking in terms of an earthly kingdom in their “here and now” (Acts 3:17
-21). Thomas was looking for a physical location, and not being given such
an address, could not possibly understand how any of them could know
the way.
In these verses we have already observed the relationship between faith
and hope (review Day 4, verses 2-4). Sometimes our own desires and
expectations and preconceived ideas cloud our thinking and hinder our
ability to hear what God is telling us and hinder our ability to be comforted
by the hope of his promises.
How good are you at accepting circumstances you have no control over,
waiting on God to direct your steps, and being mindful of his promises to
care for you? Or do you tend to get stuck on the way you think things
should be and miss the peace and joy God has for you?

2. Why do you think Nicodemus would visit Jesus at night?

3. How does Jesus explain how someone can see the Kingdom of God
(verse 3)?

4. According to Jewish teachings, it was assumed that because of
their physical birth into the Jewish nation (as descendants of
Abraham), Jews were automatically granted access to the Kingdom
of God as a birthright. Understanding this, how do you think Jesus’
statement in verse 3 hit Nicodemus, a prominent Jewish figure?
(Hint: Look at verse 4)

5. Using verses 5-8, explain in your own words what it means to be
“born again.” Who or what allows us to be born again?

What steps do you think you might be able to take to free yourself up to be
more open to his efforts to strengthen and comfort you in difficult times?
Stuck on this? Make it a collaborative effort with a close spiritual friend.
Write a short prayer expressing your some of your thoughts on this topic
and how you would like him to help you be more receptive to him in this
matter.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:


For the following Harvesters: Dean & Barb Seidel, Judy Sellers,
Jon & Kathleen Shoenfeld

Pray:




For the following staff member: Henry Golatt
For the following missionaries: Tom & Sheri Muma (Chad)
For the following Harvesters: Roy & Susan Green, Jordan &
Margaret Hall (Thomas, Peter & John), Kevin & Debi Hall (William,
Erica & Andrew)

Saturday, March 11 | John 3:9-15

Sunday, March 26 | John 14:1-7

1. Why do you think Jesus challenges Nicodemus so forcefully in this
section?

Today’s sermon is based on John 13:1-17. Take a moment to meditate
on this passage - read it over and over again and ask God to reveal his
truth to you. Next make a few of your own observations about the
passage:





2. On what authority does Jesus make these claims?

After listening to the sermon (live or via HCC website or phone app)
and/or meditating on the text, what is ONE primary way that you can
apply some truth mentioned here to your life THIS WEEK?

3. Read John 3:14-5 and then Numbers 21:4-9. Why do you think
Jesus is making this comparison?

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Amy Granata
For the following missionaries: John & Bonnie Nystrom (Papua
New Guinea)
For the following Harvesters: Bob & Cheryl Hancock, Nathan &
Rebecca Hardenbrook (Lydia, Luke, Samuel & Ezra), Tim & Carolyn
Harrell (Mike, Amy & JJ)

Based on what you have written above, can you write a brief prayer of
response below, asking God in your own words to help you obey his
Word and put it into practice?

Pray:





For the following staff member: Pastor Jerry Barber
For the following missionaries: Chris & Debbie Johnson
For the following Harvesters: Gabe & Meg Robinson (Finnegan,
Grace & Max), Erin Rockman, Ann Rodger
For the following local church: Life Fellowship

Saturday, March 25 | John 14:1-7

Sunday, March 12 | John 3:1-36

Read John 14:1-7 a few times, paying special attention to verses 2-4. Note
the four specific statements Jesus makes to his disciples in verses 2-4.

Today’s sermon is based on John 3:1-36. Take a moment to meditate
on this passage - read it over and over again and ask God to reveal his
truth to you. Next make a few of your own observations about the
passage:

Faith is critical to effectiveness of the truths Jesus shares. Without faith
these truths are meaningless. When Jesus refers to the truthfulness of his
words to them, he is emphasizing the importance of faith, believing him.
To reassure his followers, Jesus makes several clear statements in a logical
order. First, there is room enough for everyone (not just Peter who is
asking the question focused on himself) in the Father’s presence. Second,
his leaving them to go to Father is done in order to prepare a place for
them in the Father’s presence. Third, he will return to unite them together
with him in the Father’s presence. And fourth, they know how to get
there. The point is this: although he is leaving them for now, he is not
abandoning them. They have the hope of something much better coming.
Generally speaking, it seems pretty clear that faith is the context in which
hope is born. We say to others, “I promise…” in order to assure them
what we say is true. But God always speaks the truth, so whatever he says
to us in the Scriptures, we can take it as a “promise.”
What particular challenge(s) or trial(s) are you now facing?






After listening to the sermon (live or via HCC website or phone app)
and/or meditating on the text, what is ONE primary way that you can
apply some truth mentioned here to your life THIS WEEK?

Based on what you have written above, can you write a brief prayer of
response below, asking God in your own words to help you obey his
Word and put it into practice?

What specific Scriptures speak to this (these) situation(s)? If you can’t
think of any specific verses, get some ideas from a Christian friend, pastor,
or shepherding elder.
Memorize one of those verses that have special meaning to you.
Write a short prayer that relates to this situation, the matter of faith and
hope, and the promise of the Scripture you are memorizing.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Scott Torres
For the following missionaries: Bryan & Evelyng Huyhua (Peru)
For the following Harvesters: Steve & Niki Powers (Kayla & Evan),
Stan & Heidi Reckard (Andrew, Amy, Emily, Kaela & Catherine),
Mary Lou Rhodes

Pray:






For the following staff member: Heidi Reckard
For the following missionaries: Joy Paulsen (China)
For the following Harvesters: Joshua & Lauren Holey (Aaron &
Andrew), Seth & Jamie Howard (Ann, Charlie, Elliott, Nelson),
Grace Hutchinson-LaFleur
For the following local church: Stonebridge Church Community

Monday, March 13 | John 3:16-21

Friday, March 24| John 14:1-7

1. Spend time meditating on John 3:16. This is likely the most famous
verse in the entire Bible and is frequently used as a succinct
explanation of the Gospel. Why do you think this verse is so well
known? What is so powerful about this verse?

Read John 14:1-7 a few times, paying special attention to verse 1 in its
relationship to verses 2-4.

2. Why do people reject Christ according to this passage?

3. Examine yourself: Is there any darkness (sin) in your life today that
you may love more than the light (Christ)? Spend time in honest
reflection with you and God.

In verse 1, Jesus begins his answer to Peter with a prohibition against fear.
Jesus is telling them to turn away from the anxiety they are having at the
announcement of his departure, and not allow it to become an on-going
condition of their lives.
The two “believes” could be understood as either a statement (you are
believing…) or as a command (be believing…). (That is why you may find
different readings in different Bible translations). Since these “believes”
are coupled with the negative command against fear, it seems most likely
that they both should be understood as commands. While the disciples
are confused about what is happening, they clearly understand who Jesus
is (John 17:6-8). They have spent several years coming to this
understanding, and in a very real sense Jesus is exhorting them to keep on
trusting the Father and Him.
As a result of sin, fear is a very natural part of the human condition
(Genesis 3:8-10). And faith in God is the only sure and permanent
antidote to fear. An abiding faith is the foundation that we as Jesus’
followers are to build our lives and to confront the challenges we face.

What are some worldly solutions people adopt to cope with the fears that
challenge them?
What are some of coping mechanisms you have used in the past, or, even
now, have a tendency to use?
Write a short prayer expressing your thoughts and desires concerning
these ideas about faith and fear.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:

Pray:








For the following staff member: Pastor Scott Torres
For the following missionaries: Sasha & Natasha Tsutserov
(Russia)
For the following Harvesters: Anne Jamison & Charidi Jamison




For the following staff member: Heidi Reckard
For the following missionaries: Don & Sai Hill (Thailand)
For the following Harvesters: Andy & Anna Pierce (Aiden,
Benjamin & Naia), Moses & Shelly Pitter, Bruce & Karen Porter

Thursday, March 23 | John 14:1-7

Tuesday, March 14 | John 3:1-36

Jesus is celebrating the Passover with his disciples; it is the last meal he
will eat before he is crucified. At this point in the meal, Jesus has already
predicted his betrayal (13:21) and Judas has left (13:30). Jesus begins an
intimate conversation with what are now his closest friends (15:15),
wanting to prepare them for what is about to happen, so that when these
things do happen they will understand and not be shaken (14:29; 16:1;
16:33). Jesus ends by praying (John 17), and they leave the upper room
for the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives.
Jesus begins by stating plainly that he is leaving them and they cannot go
with him. What follows is a series of questions and answers. Peter is the
first to question Jesus, asking where he is going (13:36) and why he can’t
come (13:37).

1. Why were John’s disciples upset?

Read John 13:31-38 to get a sense of the context for verses 14:1-7, and for
the whole upper room discourse (chapters 13-17).
The disciples are about to experience probably the most difficult and
emotionally painful time of their lives, making them extremely vulnerable
spiritually. These truths help prepare them to persevere in their faith. In
their friendship with Jesus, the disciples have reached a level of intimacy
that allows Jesus to speak directly from his heart to their hearts. They are
unafraid to be who they are with him, and to ask openly the questions
they have, and to accept his answers, even though they may not
understand the full meaning of what he has to say. One day they will
understand. I think this is a critical element of their spiritual success and
growth.
How would you describe your own relationship with the Lord? Do you feel
free to be yourself, or do you have the sense of needing to play a role to
maintain a spiritual image, maybe even for yourself as well as others? Do
you feel free to ask the questions on your heart? Can you accept what God
tells you even if you don’t understand everything or it isn’t what you want
to hear?
Write out a short prayer relating to your response to this issue and your
desire for your relationship with the Lord.

2. Describe John’s response to his disciples’ question.

3. According to 3:27-30, what should our position be in relation to
Jesus?

4. What main point is John trying to communicate in 3:31-36?

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:


Pray:


For the following Harvesters: Bonita Pickett, Andy & Anna Pierce
(Aiden, Benjamin & Naia), Moses & Shelly Pitter




For the following staff member: Pastor Jerry Barber
For the following missionaries: Eric & Kathy Wolff
For the following Harvesters: David & TaLeayah Johnson (Alex &
Alivia), Mike & Jennifer Jolly (Wesley, Ella & Charlotte)

Wednesday, March 15 | John 3:1-36
1. Reread this section of Scripture again. After studying and
meditating on it this week, list some things God revealed to you.

2. What is one worshipful characteristic (different from Day 1) that
stands out about Jesus from this passage?

John 14:1-7
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe
also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not
so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back
and take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,

so how can we know the way?”
6

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know
me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know
him and have seen him.”

3. What are some specific ways this passage can inform your prayers
for nonbelievers?

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Jim Bennett
For the following missionaries: Justin & Natalie Barber (E. Asia)
For the following Harvesters: Sheriffe & Hardaye Karim, Todd &
Amy Keenan (Cohen & Luke), Nate & Karen Kepley (Silas & Tyler)

This week’s guide written by Bill Axline.

Wednesday, March 22 | John 13:1-17
1. After having spent the week studying the passage and listening to
it preached, take a moment to write down 3-4 significant things
you learned.

2. In light of what you wrote above, list a few ways or instances that
you have applied it to your life.

3. In light of what you learned, who did you pass it along to? Or, who
have you shared what you learned with? If you have not shared it
with anyone, write down the name of someone who would benefit
from it and write out a prayer for them.

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

John 13:1-17
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour
had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the
devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things
under his power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
6
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going
to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I
am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you
shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you,
you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied,
“not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus
answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not
every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 12 When
he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher' and ‘Lord,’ and
rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as
I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who
sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed
if you do them.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Henry Golatt
For the following missionaries: Noel & Reina Gomez (Honduras)
For the following Harvesters: Gina Pagunuran (Giselle, Gabriel &
Griffin), Terry & Brenda Peagler, Dennis & Lois Pickens

This Guide written by Pastor Scott.

Thursday, March 16 | John 13:1-17

Tuesday, March 21 | John 13:1-17

1. Before you begin, take a moment to ask the Lord to help you
worship Him through your study today and throughout the week.
Also, be thinking and praying for God to bring someone this week
to participate with you in this study.

1. John uses five chapters to explain some of what Jesus said to his
disciples on the night of his capture. In this discourse, we get the
sense that He was preparing them for His death and what was to
come. Like Jesus, in what ways are you passing the leadership
baton by preparing others for what’s next in God’s Kingdom?

2. Locate a study Bible and briefly answer the following questions:
(These answers can typically be found in the introduction of the
book)


Who is the writer of the passage we are studying?



Who is the writer’s primary audience?



What is his main purpose for writing the book?

3. In order to gain a better grasp on our passage, read chapter 13 and
chapters 12-17 (if you are able).

2.

4. In 2-3 sentences, summarize what is taking place in our passage.

Take a moment and write below a list of 3-5 people who have
helped prepare you to serve God and his family. Praise God for
these people. Now, take a moment and write below a list of 3-5
people you are helping grow and serve the Lord. Beside their
names write out a way that you desire to see God use them in His
kingdom. Then pray and ask God to fulfill this in their lives. Finally,
share what you have written with someone who can join with you
in praying for these individuals.

5. What is one worshipful characteristic that stands out about Jesus
from this passage?

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Worship:

Pray:

Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.



Pray:




For the following staff member: Henry Golatt
For the following missionaries: Chris Bousman (Papua New
Guinea)
For the following Harvesters: Robert Kisiah, Bob & Nancy
Kluesener, Ryan & Maggie Kruse






For the following staff member: Pastor Jim Bennett
For the following missionaries: Phil & Julie Gillespie (Michigan
State University)
For the following Harvesters: Delon & Brenda Murphy (Sarah),
Michael & Tamera Nazareth (Elora), Anton & Lynette Niemand

Monday, March 20 | John 13:1-17

Friday, March 17 | John 13:1-17

Our passage is one of example and preparation. Tomorrow we will talk
more about preparation. For our purposes today, take a moment and
write below what the example of Jesus showed his disciples. Next,
explain why you think this is significant for Christians. How might this
be important for non-Christians?

1. According to verse 1, when is our story taking place?

2. According to verse 1, what did Jesus know and why might this be
significant?

3. According to verses 2-3, what three things are stated before Jesus
begins to wash the feet of his disciples? What might these things
say about the situation and about Jesus?

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Pastor Jerry Barber
For the following missionaries: Peter & Miriam Fretheim (Nigeria)
For the following Harvesters: Joe & Maryann Mercier, Susie
Moore, Joe & Jan Mott

Worship:
Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.

Pray:




For the following staff member: Amy Granata
For the following missionaries: Andre & Yuba Bulyhin (Ukraine)
For the following Harvesters: Vicki Lehman, William Lide, John &
Jane Luo

Saturday, March 18 | John 13:1-17

Sunday, March 19 | John 13:1-17

Yesterday we had a chance to look at what took place before Jesus got
up from the dinner table to wash the disciples’ feet. Today I would like
for us to look at the act itself and why it was so significant.

Today’s sermon is based on John 13:1-17. Take a moment to meditate
on this passage - read it over and over again and ask God to reveal his
truth to you. Next make a few of your own observations about the
passage:


1. Read the passage again. What stands out to you about verses 610?





2. In verses 6-9, why do you think Peter responded the way he did?

After listening to the sermon (live or via HCC website or phone app)
and/or meditating on the text, what is ONE primary way that you can
apply some truth mentioned here to your life THIS WEEK?
3. Jesus says to Peter in verses 8-10 that He has no need to take a
bath because “you are clean.” What does this mean? What did it
mean for Judas to be considered unclean?
Based on what you have written above, can you write a brief prayer of
response below, asking God in your own words to help you obey his
Word and put it into practice?
4. As we approach listening to this passage preached tomorrow, what
do you think is the main emphasis so far?

Worship:

Pray:

Praise God in prayer for something revealed about Himself in this
passage.



Pray:







For the following staff member: Heidi Reckard
For the following missionaries: Micah & Ruth Anna Chin (Hickory
Cove Bible Camp)
For the following Harvesters: Amanda & Nick Macek (Jackson),
Rachel Manning (Allie, TJ & Amelia), George & Gail Markovich





For the following staff member: Pastor Scott Torres
For the following missionaries: Ondrej & Milina Franka (Serbia)
For the following Harvesters: Dan & Jennifer Martin (Heather),
Dean & Joyce McHam, Jean Meehan
For the following local church: Crossway Community Church

