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Welcome! We are glad you joined us today.

Our Vision is to develop people into followers of Jesus Christ with a passion to
worship God well and communicate his love to others.

If you are our guest today, please complete the guest card located in the pocket
of the chair in front of you. After the service, you are invited to join us for coffee and
light refreshments in the back of the Worship Center.

Harvest Kids classes are available during worship service for babies-preschoolers.
Elementary students join their families for the first portion of the service, and then are
dismissed to their classes (K-1 in room 102, 2-3 in room 103, 4-5 in room 105).

Today’s sermon is based on 2 Corinthians 8:1-4 and is titled, “Giving Grace.”

This Week at Harvest:

e Men’s Bible Study, Sept. 5 from 7:00-8:00pm.
e ESL, Sept. 7 from 10:00-11:30am.
e Men’s Discussion Group, Sept. 8 from 8:00-10:00am.

Upcoming Events:

e Sharing Hearts, Sept. 10 from 6:30-8:30pm.
e Moms in Prayer, Sept. 16 from 6:15-7:15pm.
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Giving Grace | 2 Corinthians 8:1-4

Background: Paul’s collection for the poor

One becomes a God-honoring giver

How grace impacts giving:

1. Givingis a act of grace from

(8:1).

2. Grace creates

(8:2).

3. Grace creates and

4. Giving is a privilege springing from

giving (8:2-3a).

Rather than focusing on the “obligation” of giving, maybe we can focus on...

e The of God
e The of God in giving
e The to sacrifice

How | can put the Word into practice this week:

(8:3b-4; 9:7).
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Old Testament & New Testament Giving

Giving in the Old Testament:

1) “Tithe”—1/10 of one’s property or produce given to the Lord to support His
work
2) First tither—Abraham (Gen. 14:18-20)
3) Principle of firstfruits (Exodus 23:16, 19; 34:22-26)
4) Three tithes
a) First tithe—given to Levites (Lev. 27:30-33; Num. 18:21-32), who tithed 10%
of that to the priests
b) Second tithe—from the remaining 9/10, set apart and consumed in Jerusalem
(unless you lived far away) (Deut. 14:22-27)
c¢) Third tithe, or “poor tithe” —given every three years to the Levites and the
poor (Deut. 14:28-29)
5) Meaning of the tithe:
a) Acknowledgement of God’s ownership of everything (Ps. 24:1; Mal. 3:8, 10)
b) An expression of thanks to God for His generosity (Gen. 28:20-22)
c) Participation in God’s activity in the world (support for Levites and priests and
food for the poor)

Old Testament » New Testament
Similarity: Difference:
Mistakes to avoid:
L)
. - don’t need to do that anymore

. - no more, no less
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